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educational Excellence 

Leave the Academy as young adults able to share your own ideas, views, and opinions, 

responding to others in a considered and well-articulated manner. 

Know more, Do more, Remember More, making progress to acquire the knowledge and cultural 

capital you need to succeed in life, from what is intended in the curriculum.

 

Have pride in the work you produce.

 

Be well prepared for your next stage of education, training, or employment. 

Achieve well in national tests and examinations, where relevant. 



Core These are compulsory subjects: English, maths, science, PE, RE/Life

Guided Pathway 

Choices
There is an element of choice about which of these subjects to study

Level 1 GCSE grades 3-1 or equivalent

Level 2 GCSE grades 9-4 or equivalent with grades 5+ being classed as strong pass grades

GCSE
A course graded 9-1. These are assessed mainly or solely by examination (see individual subject guides for further 

information)

BTEC Technical 

Award / OCR 

National

Vocational qualifications, graded pass/merit/distinction/distinction*, and equivalent to a GCSE. Larger 

portfolio/coursework-based elements, with some assessment by exam (see individual subject guides for further 

information). Designed to equip students with applied knowledge and associated practical skills; and closely aligned with the 

world of work

Full EBacc (EBacc 

= English 

Baccalaureate)

For students to study the Full EBacc they must take GCSEs in maths, English, at least two sciences, one of history or 

geography and a modern foreign language

key terminology



attainment 8
The government uses a measure called Attainment 8. Attainment 8 is often part of the admissions 

criteria for post 16 education and employment choices. A student’s Attainment 8 indicates their 

average grade and their performance across a range of subjects. 

It is calculated using their best possible grades in: 

• GCSE Maths, GCSE English Literature and Language (maths and the best English grade are double 

weighted)

• Any three GCSE qualifications from the sciences, geography, history or modern foreign languages 

• A further three qualifications which can be either BTEC Technical Award/OCR National, GCSE or 

other approved qualifications 



PROGRESS 8

Progress 8 is a measure than indicates how your child has progressed from KS2 SATs to the end 

of KS4.  

If a child meets their targets they will have a Progress 8 score of 0

If they achieve above their targets they will have a Progress 8 score of above 0

If they achieve below their targets they will have a Progress 8 score of below 0

The Progress 8 score is calculated across the 8 subjects they study 



The full EBACC
English (best grade from Literature or Language - students MUST have sat both)

Maths

Science x 2 (best 2 grades if separate science, both grades if combined)

History or Geography

French or Spanish

MOST students will study the full EBACC

Many students will take either a Humanities or a Language subject

Some students may take a more vocational route without EBacc subjects



core subjects
Year 10 

English Language (Eduqas) 2 hours  

English Literature (AQA) 3 hours 

Maths (Edexcel) 5 hrs 

Science (OCR) 6 hrs 

PE 2 hr 

RE/LIFE 1 hr 

3 Options subjects at 2 hours each

Year 11

English Language (Eduqas) 2 hours  

English Literature (AQA) 2 hours 

Maths (Edexcel) 4 hrs 

Science (OCR) 6 hrs 

PE 1 hr 

English intervention 1 hour

3 Options subjects at 3 hours each



english literature

Students will study the following texts as part of their 

GCSE English Literature course. These will be examined 

across 2 examinations.

English Literature is a separate GCSE to English Language

Blood Brother - Willy Russell

Macbeth - William Shakespeare

A Christmas Carol - Charles Dickens

Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology

Unseen Poetry



humanities subjects

GCSE History - Edexcel 

You will study Medicine in Britain, The British Sector of the 

Western Front, Anglo Saxon and Norman England, 

Superpower Relations and the Cold War, Weimar and Nazi 

Germany

GCSE Geography - AQA

You will study Living with the Physical Environment, 

Challenges in the Human Environment, Geographical 

Applications and Geographical Skills.  

You are required to take part in a practical field work study 

as part of this course



GCSE Spanish - Edexcel

You will study My Personal World, Lifestyle and Wellbeing, 

My Neighbourhoold, Media and Technology, Studying and my 

Future, Travel and Tourism.

You will sit Listening, Reading, Writing papers and a 

practical speaking assessment

LANGUAGES



creative subjects

GCSE Art & Design - AQA

Research contemporary artists, use their inspiration to inspire your ideas 

using colour, line, form, shape, tone and texture.

This course is 60% portfolio work built over the two years and 40% an 

externally set assignment which is completed over 10 hours in Year 11



hospitality & catering

This course offers students to be creative when designing and making 

dishes.  Students will learn the roles in both the restaurant and hotel 

industries.

This is assessed through both a written exam (40% of the course) and a 12 

hour practical exam (60% of the course) completed in Year 11  

Students will be the first to experience our newly developed food room

wjec level 1/2

vocational 

award



design and Technology

Students will work creatively with a range of media whilst learning how to 

design to meet the needs of the end user.

Students will study core technical, design and making principles including a 

broad range of design processes, materials techniques and equipment.

Assessment is 50% written exam and 50% practical application assessment 

over 35 hours in Year 11



performing arts

This course can be studied through the disciplines of Drama, Music, Music 

Technology and Musical Theatre.  Further studies then take place through 

either Performance Disciplines or Production Disciplines.

This is the second year this course has run, student feedback has been 

great with regards to the individualised choices available to each child.

Assessment for this course is through 3 controlled assessments across 

the 2 years of the course

wjec level 1/2

vocational 

award



sports science

This course has run at the academy for a number of years very 

successfully, many students have used this course to go on to study Sports 

Science at higher levels.

Students must be aware that there is both theory and practical 

components to this course.  Learners will need to think creatively, 

analytically, logically and critically.

Coursework is completed across the two years

ocr level 1/2

cambridge 

national



digital information 
Technology

This course is designed to support learners to develop sector specific 

skills.  Students will study:

Exploring User Interface Design, Principles and Project Planning

Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data

Effective Digital Working Practice

The first 2 units are assessed internally and the final unit is assessed 

through a written exam paper.

btec Level 1/2

Technical

award



begin with the 

end in mind

Option trials



Option Trials – 19th 
March 



Key Staff for options

Mrs Ricketts

Principal

mr Warburton

Associate Assistant

principal

Miss Roberts

Head of year 9



what happens now?
Attend the Guided Pathway Evening on 
Thursday 19th March 4.30pm - 6.30pm

• OPTION CHOICES WILL BE SELECTED ON THE 
MCAS APP

Submission accepted between Thursday 19th March 
4.30pm and Friday 24th April 4.30pm

If you have any queries please contact Mr Warburton through 
enquiries@kirtonacademy.co.uk



what happens next?

• We collect 5 choices from you, we will 
endeavour to provide as many students as 
possible their top 3 choices.

• In some cases this may not be possible as some 
courses may be under or over subscribed.

• Options are not given on a first come first 
served basis therefore please take your time to 
ensure you choose the correct courses for you.

• Any late submissions may not get their option 
choices
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